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What is a Complete Street? 

A Complete Street is comfortable, convenient & 

safe for travel via auto, foot, bicycle, & transit 



We know how to build good streets 



Yet many roads are still built like this 

Can you spot the pedestrian? 

Recently completed roadway expansion with 
destinations on both sides of the road.   



What is a Complete Streets policy? 

A complete streets policy 

ensures that the entire 

right-of-way is planned, 

designed & operated to 

provide safe access for all 

users. 



Complete Streets is NOT: 

üA design prescription 

üA mandate for immediate retrofit 

üA silver bullet. Other initiatives, such as 

context sensitivity, are still needed! 



CS changes intersection design 



CS changes bicycling 



CS changes bicycling 



CS changes transit 



Who benefits from Complete 

Streets? 

Everybody 



Who wants Complete Streets? 

ü 55% of Americans would 
rather drive less & walk 
more 

ü Transit is growing faster 
than population or driving 

ü About one-third of 
Americans donôt drive: 
V21% of Americans over 65. 

VAll children under 16. 

VMany low income 
Americans cannot afford 
automobiles. 
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Benefits:  Safety 
ü Sidewalks reduce pedestrian 

crashes 88% 

üMedians reduce crashes 40% 

ü Road diets reduce crashes 29% 

ü Countdown signals reduce 

crashes 25% 



Benefits: Better use of transit funds 

üOne year of 

paratransit service for 

a daily commuter: 

Á$38,500 

üPermanent 
improvements to make 
a transit stop 
accessible: 

Á$7,000 - $58,000 

Source: Maryland Transit Administration 



üAmericans moveé 

without moving 

ü60% of adults are at 

risk for diseases 

associated with 

inactivity: 

ÁObesity 

ÁDiabetes 

ÁHigh blood pressure 

ÁOther chronic diseases 

Benefits: Health 



Benefits: Physical activity 

üResidents are more 

likely to walk in a 

neighborhood with 

sidewalks. 

üCities with more bike 

lanes have higher 

levels of bicycle 

commuting 

 



Benefits: Reducing traffic 

Trips in metro areas: 

ü 50% under 3 miles 

ü 28% under 1 mile 

Á65% of trips under 1 

mile are taken by 

automobile 



We know how to build right 


