September 2003

The first meting of the season was held at the ever popular Silver Dragon Restaurant in beautiful downtown Oakland on September 18, 2003.  The meeting started with Randy McCourt, the incoming ITE District 6 president, presenting his 12 step action plan for the upcoming year.  Just like all 12 step programs, the program would not be successful without help and participation of the whole District 6 community.

The keynote speaker was Steve Kinsey, the current chair of the Bay Area Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC).  Mr. Kinsey is also chair of the Marin County Congestion Management Agency and a Marin County supervisor.  He recently served as chair of the multi-agency committee that prepared the Smart Growth/Livability Footprint for the Bay Area.  Mr. Kinsey’s presentation was titled “Tension at the Top: Policy Choices in Regional Transportation.”  The presentation focused on the key policy and funding trade-offs that are under consideration for next 25-year Regional Transportation Plan (RTP).

One of the major issues considered in the RTP is the integration of land use and transportation decisions which has become more important than ever.  Policy guidelines to address these issues are being developed.  The integration of transportation and land use planning would require more collaboration between MTC and Association of Bay Area Governments (ABAG) to address such issues as providing a better housing/job balance and more affordable housing.  The new RTP will also increase funding for the Transportation for Livable Communities (TLC) program which enhances and promotes alternative travel modes.   

About 90% of transportation spending for the next 25 years has already been committed to either maintenance of existing infrastructure, new projects already in progress or other projects specifically voted for by voters.  Thus only 10% of the 25-year transportation budget is available for new projects.  As new projects are being considered for funding and prioritized, decision makers need to consider many factors.  Among them are social justice, multi-modalism, and livability, smart growth.

There are many more new projects under consideration than funding is available.  The major new funding mechanism under consideration is the 1$ toll increase at the seven Bay Area toll bridges to fund capital expenditure, and to maintain and expand existing transit services.  The major projects under consideration for funding with the toll increase are San Francisco Transbay Terminal, the BART tube seismic upgrade, rail on Dumbarton Bridge, and eBART in Eastern Contra Costa County.  The regions voters will get a chance to vote on the toll increase. An increase in the gas tax was also considered but ultimately rejected.

The annual ITE Bay Area section golf tournament was successfully held on September 26 at the scenic Summit Pointe Golf Club in Milpitas. 

