September 2004

The first meeting of the season was held on September 16, 2004 at the Jaliscos II Mexican Restaurant located in the Fruitvale Transit Village in Oakland.  The meeting’s feature presentation was “Fruitvale TODay: a Look at the New Transit Oriented Development (TOD) in Oakland’s Fruitvale Neighborhood.”  A panel representing the various organizations involved with the project discussed various aspects of the project and the hurdles and challenges of the newly inaugurated development that has dramatically revitalized the Fruitvale neighborhood of Oakland.  The panel consisted of:  Tom Limon representing the Unity Council which is the main local community group; Wlad Wlassowsky, Transportation Services Manager for the City of Oakland; Jeff Ordway, manager of property development for the Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART); Tina Spencer, manager of long range planning for the Alameda-Contra Costa Transit District (AC Transit); and James Corless, a senior planner with the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC).
The project, which is located at Fruitvale BART Station in Oakland, consists of  38,000 square feet of retail, community amenities such as a library and a senior center, and 47 residential units oriented around a pedestrian plaza that links the BART station and the existing neighborhood.  The process was initiated in 1993 by the local community in response to BART’s plans to expand the existing parking facility at the BART station.  Through the cooperation of the local community groups with the City of Oakland, BART, and AC Transit, a consensus was reached to provide an alternative to the original parking structure at the site.  This project is one of the first transit-oriented developments located in a blighted urban setting.  The project presented many unique challenges with the most notable one being financing.  

The TOD village is providing an anchor for the community.  Although the project has been inaugurated for less than one year, its dramatic impacts on the local neighborhood can already  be seen.  A blighted area has been beautified, and as a result crime has decreased.  The vacancy rates in the surrounding areas have dropped from around 80% to less than 1%.  Fruitvale is once again a vibrant lively neighborhood.  The panel discussion was followed by a walking tour.  More information about the Fruitvale TOD village can be found at fruitvalevillage.net.
Please visit SFBayITE.org for  the latest news regarding the San Francisco Bay Area ITE Section.
